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One of the most frequently used arguments for treating the
two inferventions differently is that FGM Jeads to the
impairment of sexnal finction in the woman; supposediy, NTC
has no sucﬁ impact on the man. However, FGM takes many
forms. There is the most severe form, infibulation, in which the
inner and outer Iabia are stitched together and the clitoris is
removed. However, there are also much milder forms of FGM,
7in which only the foreskin of the clitoris is removed
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“When Westerners speak of “FGM,” they are apparently
calling to mind primarily “the most severe forms of female
genital cutting, done in the least sterile environments, with
tbemost-drastic consequences likeliest to follow.” When people
speak of “male circamecision, ” by contrast, they appear instead
to be thinking of “the least severe torms of male genital cutting,
done in the most sterile environments, with the least drastic
consequences likeliest to follow. ” This tbe}: leads to the intuitive
impression “that ‘FGM’ and ‘male circumcision’ are ‘totally
different’ with the first being barbaric and crippling, and the

latter being benign or even health-conferring”

¥ Between Moral Relativism and Moral Hypocrisy: Reframing the
Debate on “FGM", Brian D. Earp, Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal, Volume 26, Number 2, June 2014, pp.
105-194 (Article).

077-4448800 0P ,073-3320160 :50 9195016 DLWV ,NYWNRNN MIP ,2 1997 ‘N7
2 Kaplan St., kiriat Ben-Gurion, Jerusalem, 9195016, Tel: (73-3320160, Fax: 077-4448800



T'01

D2ON NI NI
Minister of Interior

DL ,PH PP0I BY A ADTINI WY NPIBY TN TIADM MDD SN 1IN 727 DNNNA 43
TPONIMIP RPTE Y7 NI 5Y YONT 1Y MYPANNN NPNDT MY MDY AN TINND 0ONTT
: Byya
“A human rights framework based on gender equify suggests
should be applied to both male and that a consistent standard
standard female circumcision. A consistent human rights
might be manifested in a few different ways. A strongly
might rationalize the most extreme relativist perspective
variants of both male and female circamcision as cultural
practices protected by self-determination norms and meriting
strongly universalist perspective tolerance. Conversely, a
as ntight condemn all forms of male and female circumcision
practices that violate numerous human rights, including the
right to health, and the right not to right to bodily integrity, the
might be tortured. Alternatively, the hinnan rights community
optto condemn the most extreme forms of both female and male
(infibulation and subincision, respectively) genital mutilation
more and to call for tolerance of the less mvasive—and

widespread—variants of each practice”.

15 “Framing Male Circomeision as a Human Rights Issue: Contributions to the Debate Over the Universality of
Human Rights”. Debra L. DeLaet, Journal of Human Rights: http: /-www tandfonline.comsloiscihe20
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“Ifthere is a safe haven for claimants in their own country, where

they would be free of persecution, they are expected to avail

themselves of it unless they can show that it is objectively

unreasonable for them to do so”.
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¥ United Kingdom: First Successful Prosecution for Female Genital Mutilation. 2019. Web Page.

hittps: »rwww. loc. gowritem/giobal-legal-monifor/2019-07-3Lumited-kingdorn-{irst-successful-prosecution-for-

female-genital-mutilation,.
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¥ 28 Too Many, Country Profile: FGM in Sierra Leone, June 2014, available at:
https: //www.refworld. org/docid/54bees 334, hitml

»? Fauziya Kasinga, 3278, United States Board of Immigration Appeals, 13 June 1995, available at.
hitps: //www.refworld.orgreases,USA_BIA 47bb00782.htm! (accessed 21 September 2022]

2 UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNIICR), Guidance Note on Refiagee Claims relating to Female Genital
Mutilation, May 2009, available at: hitps: crwww.retworld.orgsdocid/4a0c28992 html {accessed 22 September 2022]
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Young women who are members of the Tchantba~Kunsuntu Tribe”
have not been subjected to female genital of northern Togo who
oppose the practice, mutilation, as practiced by that tribe, and vwho
are recognized as members of a “particalar social group” within the
definition of the term “refugee
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Who fs at ris]; of? FGM Is mostly carried out on young girls between »

-~infancy and adolescence, and occasionally on adult women
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IMPACT OF FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION ON SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS AND #
PRACTICES OF WOMEN IN SIERRA LEONE. A CONSULTANCY REPORT FOR STATISTICS SIERRA
LEONE. Armand C Thomas PhD, January 2011, Table é,

hitps: rwww.statistics. slsima

res/StatisticsSL/Documents/Publications/2010simpact_of FGM_on_sexual and repro

ductive rights of women _in sierra_leone 2010.pdf

25 [hid, Table 7.
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19INAY TN DI NITRN IHUAT PNIEH TPYA PND FANDA DTN TN PTNa nmeny sadf.91
DPON OPPI NHNN TWPY 1T NI NYDW GN Y /ARIDY TINEnn v ¥ Sy b
mop YU DHS -7 ¥y 8 5 .03 2992 9WRD SOMYHYn ma N ,TING 112 0 :rn*::zf3 ¥
A 69.2 99 Ty Y0 39803 TYUNNI 1D0NY 19K BINTZ DOVIN Y 2013 v Y TH smid

; #

DMINK 57 ,2019 MWn NP1 % 9y 269393 D1INK 46.3 YY Ty THRY 07230 HNRY Y12 IR

9% NPRTIAN NEIDN Y 0280 DIAR MY P 27.OPON NN TUNNI 19DR 15-49 DIN DWAND
LD DV AN TIOYAN 21T PYTY TN, NPT nwf

AN NN DY BN NN YT NY 1IN DN AN, IR 203 D) DY nadnan nenn by .92
: v

Risking a Society’s Refribution, # :AmmDW 2022 »P1I op»o pIY 13 Nanim Mpvy

SY Wl RNy mann NNN . *Growing Numbers of Girls Resist Genital Cutting

: 2837301 %59 PAWINNY RPN AR T2 717200 20w

% Sierra Leone Demographic and Health Survey 2013, Table 18.5,
https: s7dhsprogram. com/pubs/pd/FR 297/ FR297.pdf
% Sierra Leone Demographic and Health Survey 2019, Table 17.9:
hitips: /sdhsprogram.comypubs/pdi/FR365/FR 365 pdf

2 hitps: //www.nylimes.com/2022/08/14/health/female-

renilal-cutting-sierrg-leone, himl
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Ms, Fofanah herself underwent the cutting at age 15 and remembers"
the pain and shock of the actual procedure (abont which she had no
forewarning), But she also :said it was, ovemfl, a positive and
%It was a beautiful experience for me,” she said, .affirming ritual
recalling ﬁer grandmother leading dancers in celebration of her
transition into womanhood, arnid being fold “that nobody’s ever going
It wasn’t to speak down to you. You’ve now become this woman. »
hard to reconcile what had been done to her body, because she knew
her mother, her grandmother and her aunts had all been through it
as well, “So you endure, and you’re just like, ‘OK, that’s done, let’s
get on with it,”” she said
ANT 992 N TN, TPANA DY TONN AN ¥Nab NJW D27 NODNN 1R NINVINN 3 b v 93
302 NTIDIN AT T GNY DOW) aNIT QN 2Y 72 12 DN Y2 .3MnN S¥ 4N 0NID NTIND
MINN MAINK DY M Y 5 PAD Y2 PRY N 7Y /19 TPIN? P27 12 IINT 9N
12N DYWYaN NN D bv A9YY AP 93T NN/ NN VN DaPT DYR N YR NN
A
2493 19NN 22 PIND YN HMIBA TYHNI MIDIN PN 17702 DHWIN TP TNV 512 .94
DONDMN1 DY) :ﬁpﬁ. AN 1138 NS OV) 39748 HUNRN HaT03 MA TIHN A 113Y 920V DOU)

DY) 3772 MINK 30 PIY T yMnn D1 TYHNN2 NN OMINK 3.1, 79NN AN YI2VY 15-49

2 452 MmN MMN 1138 KoY IR DN

# DHS 2019, Table 17.9.
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¥ Thomas, Table 13A.
3 Tbid, Table 13B
2 Thid, Table 36.
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3 Ameyaw, EX., Tetteh, .K., Armah-Ansah, E K. et al. Female genital mutilationscuttifig in Sierra T.éone: are
educated women intending to circumcise their daughters:. BMC Tnt Health Hum Rights 20, 19-(2620). -

https: /7dot.orgs10.1186/212914-020-00240-0
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¥ Thomas, Table 14B.

% Female genital mutilationscutting in Sierra Leone: are educated women intending to circumecise their daughters?,

Tbid. p.7.
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“How’ does the girl herself feel about not being circumcised?

Uncircumcised girls said that in general, they were comfortable
with the decision not to be circumcised, and they felt proud about
themselves in the cam@uniga They said that they “show olf” fo the
circumcised girls and refer to them as “old motoz; car — Jalopy”,
- “and tell them that they, the uncircumcised girls are the “new/jeeps
A number of girls said that although they are provoked and teased
by circamcised girls, they felt strong enough in their decision not to
be circumcised and could retort, “Leave me éloﬂe, niy people have

. "said they will not put me there

% Qualitative Study to Identify Positive Deviants for Female Genital Mutiliglion/Cutting (FGM/C) in Selected
Districts in Sierra Leone, Save the children. Available at:

hitps: ~resourcecenire.savethechildien net/pdfsfingl_stady to_identify positive _deviants for fem in selected dist
ricts_in_siersa _leome - obj - 20 ocl.pdly
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“Aunts, grandmothers, other women in the family expressed concern over
the decision and whilst they could do notl:iﬁg to overtfurn the decision,
.they reported that they did not agree with the decision”
IMANT NNDD TANTY DTN DANY DMIAN AP ,NN2N JN2Y DT 1300 PN Apnnn.1ll
NN PIND DNSUH 2P DY NPNNY JUN Y TN ANYDY D90 11 ANKN . YTHAN HTIND NP
YXT) NRSY AYPIRN 7NN ININ B2NITNBOY T ,0PON N YN 0N N2V AMPpNN Tvn
: (DY
“The uncircumcised girls themselves decided to self-isolate: they
stopped mingling with circumcised girls and kept to themselves, The
circumcised women who had decided against Bondo joining for their
daughters stopped going to the Bondo Bush or atiending Bendo

Society meetings. Other actions taken, mainly by fathers

were to physically remove their daughters from the community when

Bondo initiation was taking place, They sent them away fo bigger

fowns or cities to live with relatives until after initiation had been

completed, In a few cases, decision makers did not allow their
" uncirenmeised daughters fo visit relatives, such as grandtﬁotbem Mm
Wez"e either ?Ba})dbr;bégds' 'deWeis)*ar ardent Baﬂdafmembe_ﬁ’ during -
the initiation périod. We found one case in Kambia where the mother
decision maker actively found ways to “distract” her danghter from

» . being curious or getting involved with the Bondo Society
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“"The older age gronp of decision makers in this sample suggesis that
this gronp has authority to make decision in her or his household and
those decisions are likely to be respected. That they are older person
miight be an indication that they have gravitas and that their word
carries welght within and without the family compared to a young girl

wio had made the decision by herself, Whilst certain family and

community members may not like the decision, the decision is more

likely to stand and be respected than if a young girl herself had made the

decision.
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W LY YT MO Dv MBVUND By O¥1abn 03 DRXYWSY OYMYRYn DR TNIND 1N .118
VIR 1PY T2 9NY 1Y T M N0 03 099D M) By Mannond Tama DD
YYTR NI, TIPNN L YMYRYN S0 Ty ANnn 190, 2019 mwvn DHS - 5 pannn »ovovon
DYDY DYTH 12 YNIDNAN 221 71T 1OIVA AT NN 03 YNNI TIRINY NNMnn NN DWUND
DININI PIINN NN WY IMNMPT NN bv_mm ,45-49 ON1 DWW 29D TV TPONN IR AT
38 (78.3) M 22 PYNN NN 112Y VNN DNDY VA3 15-19 N33 W) 39D (70.5) 0-14

-ﬁnN ,TI2200 VNI 129 593 NTYD MO AN PTIY MR IPNN 9 PIIN DO N 119
12wn ¥, 3307 1973 NS DPVN NI 139D KYMY YT NRMT DY NN YV MVSIEN Mawnn
TPYNT DN OFYNN ADYHNN ¥ N2 1AV DIVUIN TPV 23 MMIPON IR DDAV M TI DA NI ¥ R
293 ,7o1 BRI AMIN Y 23193 71210m MDY, PONN AR I3V NOW DWW YN0 N 1Y
DIUHH ANT 222V DYIN 12 DN IMHBN ANSNA AT DY MEYIN nannn PN AN

IANTHIT DI KD JNNIY TN 5Y WY AN 531 IMN DWNIN 1P Tany

¥ DHS 2019, Table 17.3 (+15 572 11N 1798 DMWAIN 197 DDA 5Y D010 1)
¥ Thomas, P. 32,
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N2 PHNH AN YIAY INN 7.9 29,2019 MY PNdY 19202 0-14 INDNA 50N Y92 3P, noon
DORD NN II2Y THN NN 113V 1108 )INY 1702 DN P30y My 1007 2 4vm 1mny

P71 ,NINND DN 95Y NHINT KN 1IN DN MNP MDNDN TN MW ,0-14

DN MUY Y 115993 9311 NN 12V 2019 MIYS 123 19N DINDIL NININN TING JOT VNN
295 M»aa 13 1xs vy 41 i 7ae Sy UNICEF 5% yTnn 1ana o) ¥y m oontn nm
TN Y9721 MYPNN N2 NP VYD NV n:n:\;bn DAVH 19N DINTI NN 2P 3 Y D0
2 1253 VNN 10.3 53 10 NN NND TN PTY

n172 0-14 DORIA 3N HUd 2973 D NN DMWY INY T OY¥AVA T wn PR .21

,NNNN MIMING VVRNT SN MmN ¥1aY nanm 0.5 79 ,70NN DK 1939 NY 1IMINY

a1y DHS -0 ssm) %9 23 mnoby indn POITnD met 9wa 1armm mumoun nynan
VY ON010 M0 NIPY MAYHUN 12N TP0NN DN 1Y KDY 2 YU maop M p) s
N DY ,NT IN ITIN0 NHNY DRN ON TZRYUNND TRNKRI NNG JINYT 199192 19192 99an vun

02T P2 ORNB ¥ P NOOY

.. ®“DHS 2019, Table 17.4,

* #ihtips: /7data unicef orgsresonrcessdata explorer/unicef £nap=TUNICEF&df=GLOBAL_DATAFLOW&ver=1.0&d
. q=SLEPT F 15-4¢ FGM:PT M 15-49 FGM _ELIM+PT F 0-14 FOM+PT F 15-

42 _FGM ELIM..&starfPeriod=1970&endPeriod=2022

2 DHS 2019, Table 17.5, ’

# DHS 2019, Ibid, Ihid.
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N9V NPUIY NN 290 XYY NN NI 0BT MO DMIYAND DN TRN,OION. .122
12 vrw wyny 2014 TIWa NYYTHRI NZIAND NZNKD MEIONN NNEN HMHDN YN DY IND N0
DPLN MYNIN TR HZWA PIPUS N2T N DY MTIPL IND M NN .AoN07 Pan? 372
:iw VYNIT 1AM ATRYY 113R7 710 DWW NADN MYMONNNY INNT 18T . 003 WNT (NIDN)
| DN IANINR NBYY 0N N0 YW 1N ATMYD 1RV NNIAT NN NDIND AN DY NN NN
N T3 YD $7593a MIINT YR RRIPY SO1OW ANy Ao
: THE LANCET** 1220 a7 20mnn 2a 2y o 123
In April 2018 at a conference held by the Forum against
Harmful Practices, the Political and Public Aftairs Minister
Honorable Alhaji Ibrahim Kemoh Sesay condemned FGM and
called for its eradication. He also estimated that some 70% of
daughters and female relatives of members of Parliament were
no longer interested in becamiag_members of the Bondo Society
(within which girls aged .fﬁ-’—l? yeérs are formally recognized as
| _ wonien).
As the President of Sierra Leone, His Excellency Dr Ernest Bai
Ka}‘ania, declared the end of the large outbreak of Ebola in
Sierra Leone on Nov 7, 2015, he also stated that “new beginning
warrants that traditional practices that have 2 négatiife impact
on health, and which were discontinned iiaring the outbreak,

“should not be returned fo

% VOLUME 4, ISSUE 7, E447-FE448, JULY 01, 2016 : hitps: //www thelancet, comnoumalsflanglomrucle/PHS2214—
109X{16)30081- X/ful.ltext
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TIND FPOTT T PN NDYIND MYIANFA 2382 0,1 PN Y 10T C.us e ounamvyn

NHINY INNT DI NOWNI 1 DT TN NN OINIYY INVPT M2 NIV MNINNGD 01va
993 AMD NIIVNL NP NPT NN DY O1IHTHY DNMN YW DI08n ON omy 125
DI THN BMIN DT THAZ 112,373 XY 4PN RDNDHD NH2Y 19NN TYNina oX 0),Mpn
Ay 8UY DWW DV NYTYY 713 991 YWD 1T ©Y02 T PR TIZ MOTIND NPNYI 11T NP

| ST 39 NN N2, PUNN AN

190930 “a¥n

TPON 7727 NN NYYPHN ATIND 2157 72YHN NORYD DY NP oN»INDM AT w2 L1268
PO ANV DIAT PNYY 5D TD Y DRNINKN OMINN NND NN IWIR NDIN NIIY 20 1D
MINSY ,NINTNA YAVIEY 120 .NYTATN 232 DY) ,INNT TR 1 D0NDR 0)DTan 0P OX D)

J3PY N2 MPNY NUID ANINA 1211, NePan yimn 551

45 DHS 2019, Table 17.4
- % 1bid, Table 17.3
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e
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1757 %2 MY OV, ToY DRANA .71 507N NPV ASPNYAN VYPN NYPINA 92110 TURD 79
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