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January 10, 2024

Dear Urban Dictionary
Complaint regarding antisemitic definitions on Urban Dictionary platform

We are an NGO dedicated to combating antisemitism through volunteer training,
reporting antisemitic content on social media, and raising awareness of the
phenomena of cyberhate.

We write further to our email of 28 December 2023, to which we have not received
an acknowledgment or a response, regarding the definitions of the word ‘Israeled’ on
your platform.

Whilst we understand that Urban Dictionary hosts irreverent and satirical content,
many of these definitions cross the line into propagating flagrant hate speech against
Jewish people and Israelis.

We refer you to the following definitions, which have been widely liked and shared
on your platform. Please note that this is not an exhaustive list.

° ‘“jew
1. (n) One who follows Judaism.
2. (v) Synonym for screw over; to cheat or deceive someone.
3. (n) Term for someone who is rich and stingy.
1. Optimus Prime is a Jew.
2. Man, we totally got jewed at Burger King...they owe us money for that
crap.
3. Quit being such a jew and pay your fair share.”

° ‘“jew
verb. - as in being cheap
to jew someone out of money is basically short changing them
1. "dude, u owe me $5, stop jewing me out"
2. Harold owed $1.50 for the bagel he was about to buy but managed to jew
his way out and "claim" he only had $1.40
3. After delivering a pizza for his job, zeke was felt he had been jew'd out
when he was only tipped 50 cents”

° ‘“jew
a type of person that gets gassed
gas the jews”
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e “Israeled: when a person tells you that your property is theirs (when it
obviously isn’t), and demands you just give this property to them, and if you
refuse, they take it by force and the law will somehow be on the their
(israeling) side.”

e “Israeled: When somebody wants to "share" something what's yours and
eventually takes over it entirely
Then they harass you, and when u wanna take it back they'll kill you for it
Or if something is happening to you and you can blame the British for it
"Someone asked me to share my coffee table at a coffee shop and then asked
me to leave because they have a meeting? Is this an episode of Seinfield or
am | getting Israeled?"

e “Israeling: a sickly exaggerated desire to have something that belongs to
someone else, and that you are ready to steal it by stepping over corpses he's
been ISRAELING his neighbor's car for years, and when he realized he couldn't
buy it, he crept up at night and stole it.”

o “kikery
A jewish form of sorcery. Typically used to screw people out of money.
idon’t know, i was at the supermarket getting some spaghetti when a
c-ck-mongering, hook nosed salesman pulled some kikery and now i'm driving
in a 1998 dodge neon.”

These definitions perpetuate antisemitic stereotypes about Jewish people being
usurious, dishonest and bloodthirsty. The third example is a clear reference to, and
open celebration of, the Holocaust.

This falls squarely within accepted definitions of hate speech and antisemitism. In
particular, we refer you to the definition adopted by the European Commission
against Racism and Intolerance’s General Policy Recommendation No 15 on hate
speech,' the definition adopted in the UN Strategy and Plan of Action on Hate
Speech? and the IHRA definition of antisemitism.?

the use of one or more particular forms of expression — namely, the advocacy, promotion or* *

incitement of the denigration, hatred or vilification of a person or group of persons, as well any
harassment, insult, negative stereotyping, stigmatization or threat of such person or persons and any
justification of all these forms of expression that is based on a non- exhaustive list of personal
characteristics or status that includes “race”, colour, language, religion or belief, nationality or national
“.or ethnic origin, as well as descent, age, disability, sex, gender, gender identity and sexual orientation
any kind of communication in speech, writing or behaviour, that attacks or uses pejorative or*?
discriminatory language with reference to a person or a group on the basis of who they are, in other
words, based on their religion, ethnicity, nationality, race, colour, descent, gender or other identity

" factor
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https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/resources/working-definitions-charters/working-definition-
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The uptick in antisemitism in your platform comes in the context of a monumental
surge in antisemitic hate crimes, in the US and elsewhere. On 31 October 2023, FBI
director Christopher Wray noted that the US is seeing “unprecedented” and
“historic” levels in the US: “our statistics would indicate that for a group that
represents only about 2.4% of the American public, they account for something like
60% of all religious-based hate crimes.”* Antisemitic incidents increased by 337%
percent in the aftermath of the October 7 attacks, with cases including 40 incidents
of physical violence, 749 of verbal attacks, 337 cases of vandalism and 905 rallies that
featured antisemitic speech, support for terrorism or anti-Zionism, the latter being
defined by the ADL as an expression of antisemitism for denying the Jewish right to
self-determination.”

In addition to propagating hateful tropes, we note that Urban Dictionary is profiting
from them by selling merchandise branded with such definitions.

We request your urgent assistance with removing the above definitions, and other
definitions which constitute antisemitic hate speech, from your platform.

Yours faithfully,

Barak Aharon Jane Ashford-Thom
Monitoring Director Legal volunteer
Fighting Online Antisemitism Fighting Online Antisemitism

https://www.cnn.com/2023/10/31/politics/fbi-director-antisemitism-wray/index.html *
[https://www.timesofisrael.com/us-antisemitism-up-337-since-october-7-in-all-time-record-adl-say *
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